Preface
You are holding more than 500 pages of combined wisdom on Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) in your hands! With the advance of metadata, standards, learning objects, Web 2.0 approaches to rip, mix and burn learning, wikis, blogs, syndication, user-generated content, Webbased video, games and the ubiquitous availability of computing devices we can and have to offer more flexible learning services on a global scale. As one of the objectives of the 7th Framework Program of the European Commission puts it: We need "responsive environments for technology-enhanced learning that motivate, engage and inspire learners, and which are embedded in the business processes and human resources management systems of organizations." An important challenge is to form a bridge between informal learning strategies of the knowledge society and formal competence development programs of organizations.
After the success of EC-TEL 2006, the 2nd European Conference on Technology Enhanced Learning (EC-TEL 2007) provided a unique forum for all research related to technology enhanced learning, including its interactions with knowledge management, business processes and work environments. This is a competitive and broad forum for technology enhanced learning research in Europe and world-wide through specialized workshops, the doctoral consortium and the main conference. EC-TEL 2007 provided unique networking possibilities for participating researchers throughout the week and included project meetings and discussions for ongoing and new research activities supported by the European Commission.
Again this year, the TEL community was very active sending high-quality contributions on established and new research topics. We received 116 submissions. All of these were reviewed by at least three reviewers -many thanks to both the authors and the reviewers! Really! After detailed deliberations, we selected 28 submissions as full papers: this means that EC-TEL 2007 had an acceptance rate of less than 25%! That is just one indicator of how this conference has already established itself in its second year as one of the main research venues in the field.
We also selected 18 submissions as short papers. Even though these papers did not pass the most strenuous scientific review process, each one of them included an idea that was certainly relevant to the community and we wanted to make sure that this idea could spread...
The program also included keynote presentations by two sources of inspiration for the field:
• Bruce Sterling, professor at the European Graduate School and "visionary in residence" at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California is one of the early visionaries of the "Internet of Things." His famous speeches introduced new memes (like spime) that continue to be an inspiration for many researchers. Bruce is also a science fiction writer (http://blog.wired.com/sterling)! • Global Experiences: The GLOBE consortium of learning repository networks (http://globe-info.org/) used its panel session to hold a public dialogue on your requirements for share and reuse and how it can address them. This will be a unique opportunity to learn more about this global community of repositories.
• Industry Meets Research: there was almost a full day of industrial sessions, where participants from IMC, BT, EADS, IDS, Synergetics and Giunti presented their experiences and lessons learned.
• Research funding opportunities: Several high-ranking officials from the European Commission presented their views on technology enhanced learning, with a specific focus on research funding, the 7 th Framework Program calls and other funding instruments.
Preceding the program, a number of high-profile workshops and a doctoral consortium took place. The workshops focused on specific topics in a more interactive fashion. The doctoral consortium was a unique opportunity for advanced PhD students to present their work in progress in front of experienced and reputable researchers in the field of technology enhanced learning.
In conclusion, it may be useful to remind ourselves how important this work on technology enhanced learning is: if we get better at learning, we "get better at getting better." If we can help people to learn in more effective or efficient ways, then they will be able to deal better with many of the serious and difficult problems of our times.
We feel very privileged to have worked with all of you in making progress in the domain of technology enhanced learning -thank YOU! And thank you also to our sponsors and media partners, like IMC, L3S, EA-TEL, PRO-LC, Know-Center and elearning Europe!
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